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of celebration and tragedy. He delivered invo-
cations at presidential inaugurations. He
preached at the Washington National Cathe-
dral, three days after the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
His message gave hope and healing to a
shocked nation. At the age of 77, he jointly re-
ceived the Congressional Gold Medal in the
Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol with his wife,
Ruth.

Ruth passed away in the summer of 2007 at
their home in Montreat, North Carolina. They
had five children: Gigi, Anne, Ruth, Franklin
and Ned. They had 19 grandchildren. They
are all involved in the ministry. In his later
years, Graham was asked if he has any re-
grets. He replied, “although | have much to be
grateful for as | look back over my life, | also
have many regrets. | have failed many times,
and | would do many things differently. For
one thing, | would speak less and study more,
and | would spend more time with my family.”

At his 95th birthday celebration, Graham de-
livered his last message. He recorded a video
that featured clips from his home in Montreat,
North Carolina. His message was delivered in
a quieter voice but provided a powerful mes-
sage. He expressed concern for our nation,
“Our country’s in great need of a spiritual
awakening,” he declared. “There have been
times that I've wept as I've gone from city to
city and I've seen how far people have wan-
dered from God.”

Today, | honor the life of Billy Graham and
his ministries that have touched millions of
people worldwide. There can never be another
Billy Graham. God used a farm boy with a
gentle heart to preach his truth.

And that’s just the way it is.

HONORING DEMI WASHINGTON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable young
lady, Ms. Demi Washington of Clinton, MS.

Demi Washington is a senior at Clinton High
School, where she currently holds the title of
Miss Clinton High School and has a 3.5 GPA.

Demi is a very athletic and competitive
young lady and was recently awarded a full
scholarship to the University of Alabama (Roll
Tide), beginning Fall ’17. Throughout her
years she has been awarded several awards:
2014 Gatorade Athlete of the Year; No. 1
Sprinter in the State of MS, since 8th grade;
and the 1st female to win the State champion-
ship in the 8th grade. In April of 2017, Demi
finished first in three events: 100 M Dash with
a time of 11.85; the 200 M Dash with a time
of 24.10; and set a new PR in the long jump
with a mark of 17-1 at the MHSAA Division 4—
6A meet. Her coach stated that, she is looking
forward to winning the 100m and 200m
dashes at the state meet this year to end her
high school year on top.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and congratulating Ms. Demi
Washington for such a job well done through-
out her athletic path in and throughout Clinton,
MS.
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the spread
of terrorism and extremist ideas has claimed
countless lives, destroyed hundreds of com-
munities, and spawned radical groups around
the world. Women, in particular, have long
been the victims of these radical ideologies.

Just last week, the terrorist group Boko
Haram targeted a girl’s school in Nigeria and
abducted more than 100 young girls. This inci-
dent follows the 2014 abduction of 270 Nige-
rian school girls, of which 112 are still missing.
These acts are far from uncommon among
Islamist terrorist organizations. Across the
globe, jihadist networks subject women and
young girls to horrendous human rights
abuses. These male-dominated extremist
groups frequently deny basic rights, like ac-
cess to education or political representation to
women as a core component of their ideology.

Terrorist groups like ISIS and Boko Haram
are often the worst abusers of women, forcing
them into marriages and sexual slavery. It
should be no surprise that the status of
women in a society is often an important indi-
cator as to how vulnerable that society is to vi-
olence and radicalization.

Yet, while being one of the primary targets
of terrorist groups, women are also being
radicalized and recruited into these groups.
Some support the group’s operations, enforce
its laws, or marry and bear the children of ter-
rorist fighters. Others actually commit these
heinous acts of terror. In recent years, as
many as 3,000 women have traveled to the
Middle East to join ISIS with many becoming
female suicide bombers.

Despite the marginalization and brutality of
women in extremist-held lands, repressive re-
gimes, persistent conflict, and poor develop-
ment policies can create conditions that make
groups like ISIS be seen as an opportunity for
women. Extremist groups exploit female griev-
ances and claim to offer women greater em-
powerment and increased status—Iluring them
into joining their extremist cause. Once
radicalized, terrorist organizations will leverage
the societal status of women to further their
violent goals. For example, Boko Haram has
exploited cultural perceptions of women in Ni-
geria as non-violent and unlikely to be in-
volved in terrorism, to use them as intelligence
and recruiting tools.

In our efforts to combat terrorism and extre-
mism abroad, we have neglected the impor-
tant role women can play to actually prevent
radicalization and facilitate peace-building in
areas long-worn by violence. Women are well
placed in homes, schools, and communities to
challenge extremist narratives. Research
shows that anti-terrorism messages can be
more effectively spread by women because
they are more directly involved with those
most vulnerable to terrorist recruitment: the
world’s youth. Given their importance in fami-
lies and communities, it is essential that
women, both at home and abroad, are more
meaningfully enlisted in the fight against ter-
rorism.

Two years ago as French police hunted for
the mastermind behind the Paris attacks that
killed 130, it was a woman who reported his
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whereabouts to police. Her role as a surrogate
mother to family members of the attacker al-
lowed her access and trust that men unfa-
miliar to the family would have never have
gained. Her brave action prevented a planned
follow-on attack.

Meanwhile in Kosovo, it was women who
were first in their communities to voice con-
cerns when young men began stocking weap-
ons and conducting training exercises in 1998.
Unfortunately, these women’s warnings of im-
pending conflict were ignored. Such an exam-
ple demonstrates the critical role of women in
spotting emerging violence and gaining trust
within families and communities. Unfortu-
nately, we often lack their perspectives be-
cause women are underrepresented in gov-
ernments where terrorist groups are most ac-
tive. Because of their better ability to build
trust, women have proven to improve the out-
comes of conflict mediation and peace build-
ing.
A study of 40 peace processes in 35 coun-
tries over the past 30 years, found that when
women were involved, more agreements were
reached, implemented, and sustained. As
more and more terrorist groups threaten our
country, our allies, and our interest throughout
the world, it is vital that we leverage the tal-
ents and perspectives of women as part of a
multifaceted approach to ensure security at
home and abroad. It must be policy of the
United States, that as we work in societies
damaged by years of war and political unrest,
we empower women to have a larger voice.
While the men in these male-dominated cul-
tures have continued to fight and disagree, it
is the women, who are often the biggest vic-
tims that have demonstrated an ability to
reach peaceful settlements.

By taking important steps to integrate
women into its security strategies, the U.S. will
unleash untapped skills and abilities to defeat
radical terrorists that would rather have them
subjugated. In the fight against terrorism, we
need everyone at the table—especially
women. And that’s just the way it is.

RECOGNIZING THE DANVILLE
SCHLARMAN GIRLS BASKETBALL
TEAM

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the 2018 IHSA Class 1A State Cham-
pions the Danville Schlarman High School
Girls Basketball Team.

The Lady Hilltoppers won the state title
game 53-31 to cap off a season with a record
of 31 wins and just one loss. Schlarman was
led in scoring by Janiah Newell, Caprina
Brown, and Anaya Peoples all scoring in dou-
ble digits. But this was a team effort and team
victory as the Hilltoppers were equally impres-
sive on defense as they were on offense.

| would like to congratulate the entire
Danville Schlarman Girls Basketball Team on
their victory and on a superb end to a great
season: Anaya Peoples, Cece Damilano, Des-
tiny Dye, Emma Bogen, Janiah Newell,
McKaylee Allen, Suzet Sermensheim, Sydney
Gouard, Tannah Ceader as well as Head
Coach Keith Peoples.



February 27, 2018

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for me to ac-
knowledge the hard work and dedication of
the Danville Schlarman Girls Basketball Team
in winning the 2018 IHSA Class 1A State Title.
| wish the team and their coach all the best in
the future.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF DUBLIN
VICE MAYOR DON BIDDLE

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to honor the life of Dublin Vice Mayor
Don Biddle. We lost Don on February 21,
2018 at the age of 80. Don lived in the city of
Dublin, California for 44 years and worked tire-
lessly to serve his community.

After serving four years on the Dublin Plan-
ning Commission, Don was appointed as a
member of the Dublin City Council in 2008
and retained his seat in subsequent elections.
It was my privilege to serve alongside Don on
the City Council from 2010 to 2013. His col-
leagues repeatedly recognized Don’s char-
acter and commitment by nominating him to
serve as Vice Mayor on multiple occasions.

His achievements as a city councilmember
received national acclaim. One of Don’s
proudest achievements was the redevelop-
ment of the former federal housing project, Ar-
royo Vista, into the region’s largest mixed-in-
come housing development, Emerald Vista.
He was a consistent champion of affordable
housing who also worked to develop an apart-
ment complex tailored to the needs of active
military members, veterans, and their families.
Don’s leadership led Dublin to be named an
“All American City” while he was on city coun-
cil.

Don also was steadfast in his commitment
to children, serving as a school board trustee
for 12 years. As a trustee, he was instru-
mental in the creation of the Dublin Unified
School District and was a leader in the re-
building and improvement of the city’s aging
schools. Beyond the school board, he re-
mained passionate about education, serving
the Dublin Partners in Education for nearly two
decades, including as president and board
member.

Don served as an active representative of
the Dublin community, on a variety of commis-
sions throughout Alameda County. Addition-
ally, Don supported the growth of non-profit
organizations within Dublin such as the School
of Imagination, Dublin Rotary Club, Dublin In-
tegrity in Action, the YMCA, the American
Cancer Society, and Hope Hospice.

Throughout his life, Don selflessly served
the greater Tri-Valley community. | am grateful
to have known Don Biddle, and he has left be-
hind an unforgettable legacy of kindness,
charity and service. My thoughts and prayers
are with his family, and he will forever be re-
membered for his invaluable contributions to
the community.
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IN RECOGNITION OF FIRE CHIEF
KENNETH BRISCOE

HON. MARK MEADOWS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Chief Kenneth Briscoe of Caldwell
County, North Carolina. On behalf of the peo-
ple of Lenoir, | congratulate Chief Briscoe on
his retirement and thank him for 23 years of
service to Caldwell County, and 45 years of
service to North Carolina.

Chief Briscoe began his career in 1973 as
a volunteer firefighter in Hudson, North Caro-
lina. He joined the Lenoir Fire Department as
a paid firefighter in 1975 and was promoted to
Captain in 1983. Chief Briscoe joined the
North Carolina Department of Insurance in
1984 and was made the Deputy Director of
the North Carolina Department of Insurance
and the Fire and Rescue Commission. Chief
Briscoe left the North Carolina Department of
Insurance in 2004 to become the Chief of the
Lenoir Fire Department.

During his career, Chief Briscoe has re-
ceived many awards and honors for his ex-
ceptional service. In 2007, Chief Briscoe was
selected Fireman of the Year by the North
Carolina State Fireman’s Association and was
also recognized by the North Carolina State
Senate for his outstanding service to North
Carolina and the City of Lenoir. Chief Briscoe
has been recognized by this Congress on
three separate occasions for his service to the
people of Lenoir and the State of North Caro-
lina. In 2011, Chief Briscoe was awarded the
National Chief Fire Officer designation and
was made a member of the Institution of Fire
Engineers. Furthermore, Chief Briscoe has at-
tained many certifications through the Inter-
national Fire Service Accreditation Congress.

Chief Briscoe was the first member of the
North Carolina Association of Fire Chiefs to
serve as President and Past President for two
terms. As President of the North Carolina As-
sociation of Fire Chiefs, he represented over
1,500 fire chiefs and 45,000 firefighters. Chief
Briscoe has also served as the Vice-Chairman
of the North Carolina Fire and Rescue Com-
mission. In 2014, Chief Briscoe was aptly
named Western North Carolina Fire Officer of
the Year. Western North Carolina is proud to
have such an accomplished and caring public
servant. Chief Briscoe is married to his wife,
Paula, and they have one son, Joe.

Chief Briscoe’s long list of awards and ac-
complishments does not paint the full-picture
of the meaningful impact he has made on
Caldwell County and the State of North Caro-
lina. For his service to Western North Caro-
lina, | am honored to express the gratitude
and best wishes of the people of North Caro-
lina to Chief Briscoe on his retirement.

————

HONORING CIVIL RIGHTS ICON
ANNE MOODY

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 27, 2018
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-

er, | rise to honor the late Civil Rights icon,
Anne Moody.
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Ms. Moody was a native of Centreville, Mis-
sissippi, and was vital to the Civil Rights
Movement in the state. While a student at
Tougaloo College, she became heavily in-
volved in organizations, such as Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE), National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP), and Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee (SNCC). In 1963, Moody
became a pivotal figure in the Civil Rights
Movement when newspapers featured a pho-
tograph of her participation in a sit-in at Wool-
worth’s lunch counter in Jackson, Mississippi.
Ms. Moody is best remembered for her best-
selling novel ‘Coming Age of Mississippi’ re-
leased in 1968.

During the last years of her life, Ms. Moody
suffered from dementia. On February 5, 2015
at 74-years-old, she passed away.

Today, we honor the life and legacy of Ms.
Anne Moody and family.

—————

MARCH 2, 1836—TEXAS
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, independ-
ence came to Texas differently than it did for
the 13 colonies. Let me explain.

Texas was a part of Spain for over 100
years when Mexico fought a successful revo-
lution in 1820 against Spain to form a democ-
racy, which included Texas. However, Santa
Anna, the president of Mexico, declared him-
self Dictator of Mexico and he abolished the
Mexican constitution. This was unacceptable
to people living in Texas—both Anglos and
Tejanos (Texas-born Mexicans). Dissention
against the government spread through Texas.

War broke out in 1835 in the small town of
Gonzales when a detachment from the Mexi-
can army tried to take a cannon from the
townspeople. The cannon was for protection
against hostile Indian raids on the community.
Shots rang out between the Mexican army
and the armed townspeople. There were a few
wounded on both sides, and neither side
claimed victory.

Skirmishes continued between both sides.
The Texians, as they were called, drove out
the Mexican army from the town of Bexar—
now called San Antonio. A small Texian army
of volunteers occupied the Alamo in February
1836 in Bexar, under the command of Lieuten-
ant Colonel William Barratt Travis—a 27-year-
old lawyer from South Carolina. Other Texian
volunteers took the town of Goliad under
Texian Colonel James Fannin. General Sam
Houston was the commander of all Texian
forces in the struggle for independence.

Meanwhile, on March 2, 1836 (ironically
Sam Houston’s birthdate), “officials”—both
Anglos and Tejanos—from Texas gathered in
a place called Washington on the Brazos, and
declared independence from the Dictatorship
of Mexico. The Republic of Texas was born.

However, the defenders in the Alamo fell on
March 6, 1836, and Fannin was defeated and
he and his men were executed by the Mexi-
can army.

General Sam Houston continued to rebuild
a Texas army and marched east towards the
marches of San Jacinto (near present day
Houston, Texas).
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